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banks of the Nile. But Sid Ahmed and his followers
made no further movement: air and armoured car
formations had broken their spirit.

To return to the Sinai front. In February 1916
Enver Pasha made a tour of inspection in this theatre
of war. While satisfied in existing conditions that
a second attack upon Egypt was impracticable, he
promised reinforcements if Djemal would entrench
himself on the east bank of the Canal and bombard
at long range the shipping passing through the
channel. General Murray's action forestalled that
plan. With the destruction of the natural water-
supply in the central area, and the oasis of Romani
in the hands of the British, the Turk could no longer
approach unopposed and unobserved to within striking
distance of the Suez Canal. But Djemal and Von
Kressenstein did not abandon all hope. A surprise
attack had been successful before : it might again be.
Meanwhile the Turkish situation was brighter than
it had been in the autumn of 1915 when Djemal had
at his disposal only twelve Arab battalions.1 Welcome
reinforcements were arriving. Enver Pasha had been
as good as his word, and had dispatched the 3rd
Division from Constantinople to Sinai. Berlin, also,
had redeemed partially her promise to send assistance.
A German squadron of aircraft, two 15 -cm. howitzer
batteries, and cadres of machine-gun companies
reached Bir Saba in April.2 The new Divisions raised

1  Of the original force in the Syrian-Palestine area, the 8th, loth,
and 25th Divisions had been dispatched to Gallipoli, and two Divisions
of the Thirteenth Corps transferred to Mesopotamia and Bitlis.

2  Among other details was one of several units, called by the odd
title, * The Pasha Formations', raised for employment in the Eastern
theatres of war from selected German troops.    The rank and file
usually were specialists.   Rates of pay and other conditions of service,
together with a well-written chapter upon the preservation of health,
were embodied in a little booklet, of which each member of a * Pasha
Formation ' had a copy.